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SPEECH 
2 „„ 
BOISSY D'ANGLAS 


POLITICAL SITUATION or EUROPE. 


Crrizrds, the Raman Republic confirmed its liberty by 
the victories of her warriors, by the dextrous policy of her 
Conſuls, and the auſtere equity of her Magiſtrates. Always 
attacked and always | triumphant, inceſſantly irritated, but 
ever miſtreſs of herſelf—eternally combated by the arts of her 
rivals, but always diſconcerting their intrigues ; all the efforts 
of her enemies, ſerved but to render her power more ſolid, her 
poſſeſſions, more extenſive, and her glory more brilliant, 


The French Republic, from her birth, appears to have 
been reſerved for the ſame deſtiny. She has been menaced by 
numerous enemies. She has been attacked by Kings, agitated 


by factions, betrayed by rebels, and ſubjected to the tyranny 


of demagogues. Ever victorious, but without ceaſing to be 


pacific ;. terrible in fight, but uniformly wiſe after ſucceſs ; ſhe 
has forced her enemies; whilſt they admired her courage, to 
praiſe her moderation. The nations which now ſue to her 


for peace, find it as eaſy to _— as it was impoſhble to 
conquer. 


But though pride has been humbled, and vengeance dp | 


pointed, theſe paſſions are obſtinate enemies, hich nothing 
ean perſuade or ſubdue. In vain has the awful will of a great 
people overthrown them by its exploſion; they recover after 
every fall, they forget their diſaſters, form their plans anew, 
and ſtill dream of ſucceſs. When driven far from our fron- 
tiers, they exert themſelves in the interior of out country ; they 
ſcek 2 us by their intreagues, and to miſlead us by 


Bad! | B | their e 
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their FR PA When the god of battles has been deaf to their 
prayers, they. invoke the aid of Famine, and all her accom- 
panying ſcourges. When their ſwords are broken, political 
mercenaries and hireling pens offer new inſtruments to their 
hatred, new aliment to their fury, and new phantoms for their 
purpoſes of illuſion ; even at this moment they are about to 
recur to another great effort. US | 
The coalition which we have ſubdued, after having tried 
every method which could tend to our overthrow on the iſt of 
Prairial, placed their laſt reliance on a bold invaſion, to * 
executed by deſperate men, who had no alternative but ſuce 
or death. The ExGLISR GOVERNMENT, now become the 
ſole ſupport of a war, of which, moſt probably, it was from 
the beginning the ſecret agent, directed all its views toward 
this expedition. It furniſhed the expence of this immenſe ar- 
mament, ſuch a one as ſhould have been drawn from Exo- 
LAND only in her greateſt peril. It paid ſubſidies to Auſtria 
and Piedmont, for the purpoſe of making a diverſion.” It had 
Taiſed two corps of Emigrants, the one which was diſembarked 
in the Weſt, and the army of Cod pr, which was to mm 
to penetrate in the oppoſite direction. | | 
| The attention of Europe was fixed in casperle on this im- 
menſe effort. The timidity of ſome of the neutral powers 
caught a momentary alarm. The indeciſion of others was in- 
creaſed. We appeared to them as on the verge of an abyſs, ſo 
much the more dangerous, as it was not perceived. A ſyſtem 
of petfidy was organized, and was executed by the Chouans, 
and the rebels of La YVandee. The amneſty which had been 
granted to them was repreſented as an act of powerleſs conceſ- 
ſion. Their hoſtilities, or, properly ſpeaking, their aſſaſſina- 
tions, recommenced. Our fleet received a check | [this 
: alludes to the victory obtained by Lord BRIDeoRT |, and the 
Engliſh vomited on our coaſt a ſwarm of Frenchmen, ſome of 
whom were volunteers, but others were forced into the attempt 
of organizing amongſt us a Civil Yar—the atrocious object of 
all theſe preparations on the part of the confederate. 
| They 
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They thought leſs of ſubjugating us by this expedition, than 
of preventing us from this day adquiring that ſtability which is 
to fix our deſtiny than of ſtopping us in the midſt of our 
conqueſts than of depriving us of the means of making peace 
than of detaching us from our allies - than of launching new 
ſeourges to deſtroy our population, to deſolate our agriculture, 
to ſuſpend the activity of our induſtry, and above all, to re- 
tard the moment of the acceptance of the Conſtitution which 
you are about to adopt, in order to ' conſolidate” for « ever your 
glorious Revolution. 

The Engliſh Government attached yet one hope more from 
this invaſion: it was defirous on one fide to re-animate the 
vain defire of thoſe who amongſt us ſtill regret royalty, to 
preſent to their eyes this phantom which they follow ; and on 
the other, they were anxious to raiſe again that ſtate of miſ- 
truſt and alarm, which leads at firſt to violent meaſures, after- - 
wards to crimes, and at laſt to tyranny. The heroifm' of our 
Republican ſoldiers has deſtroyed, in a few hours, the profound 
_ combinations of atrocious policy. All the ſcourges which the 
Engliſh Government were deſirous of raiſing up againſt us, 
have recoiled upon itſelf. It was defirous to render us ſuſ- 
pected by the neutral or allied powers, and it is itſelf which is 
rendered odious to every one of them, by its tyrannical pro- 
ceedings, by its piracies upon the ſeas, by its deceitful alli- 
ances. It was deſirous to exhauſt us of all our reſources, and 
whilſt it purſued this end, it is itſelf which has conſumed its 
own. It has charged itſelf with all the 'expences of the coa- 
lition it ſuſtains, in order to lay on us a burthen greater per- 
haps than that which we impoſe upon ourſelves for our defence. 
It is defirous to ſhakle our commerce, but it attacks, at the 
ſame time, that of its own nation, in ſhutting it out ray the 
immenſe market eſtabliſhed for her in the midſt of us. It is 
anxious to defame us, and it is itſelf that is diſhonoured, by 
the perfidious aſſiſtance given to the miſerable wretehes whom 
it has ſent to death, and whom it has wickedly abandoned. 
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Far be from us that unjuſt ſyſtem which renders a wlidle 
Nation reſponſible for the faults of its Government. 


The cries of the Engliſh People already indignantiy reſound 


from all quarters: every day this difaſtrous war becomes more 
inſupportable to them every day want raiſes in their towns the 


moſt preſſing remonſtrances. Ah! that honour, the firſt want 


of the people—that outraged humanity might make them hear 


the news! That the oppoſition party, honoured by its con- 
ſtaney in unveiling ſo many faults; and ſo many horrors, in 
predicting the ill ſucceſs of it—in proteſting againſt the chiſtiſe- 


ment, may at length ſhew itſelf with the impoling character of 
National Oppoſition. This is the with which induces: us to 
defire the repoſe of Europe, at it will ſoon be reallized. The 
Engliſh Government is itſelf afraid of it. Aſtoniſhed at the 


ſpectacle of our victories, at the diſſolution of the league of ä 


Kings, and, above all, at the deſtruction of that internal ty- 
ranny which itſelf had encouraged, and which ſo powerfully 
ſeconded its ſcemes, it begins to fear the winding up of thoſe 
bloody ſcenes which it has raſhly given birth to, and has not 


been able to ſuſtain, It knows that the brave and free nation 
which it directs, always in love with liberty, cannot long be 
ſeduced by the ſophiſms of an immoral policy, nor by the il- 


luſions of a falſe glory. It dreads the moment, which is not 
far diſtant, when this equitable and ſeverc nation, demanding 
of it a rigorous account of its conduct, will addreſs it in theſe 
terrible words: 

„Why haſt thou drawn us into a war of prejudices againſt 
reaſon ; of fanaticiſm . toleration; of deſpotiſm againſt 
liberty? 

« Why haſt thou Aiflipated our treaſures in paying ſubſidies 


to powers diſpoſed to peace, and by this perfidious aſſiſtance of 


whom thou haſt only prolonged errors, and multiplied defeats * 

« Why, in pretending to be deſirous of raiſing again a broken 
throne, haſt thou thought to diſmember the very kingdom 
which thou announcedſt thyſelf willing to re-eſtabliſh, in pre- 


, ſeizing, in the name of thy king, upon Corſica, 


which 
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which thou canft not keep; the port of Toulon, which thou 
haſt evacuated ſo cowardly ; upon colonies which thou haſt 
not known how to defend, even againſt a few negroes, and a 


ſmall number of planters, armed only with their courage ? 
„Why, in contempt of all thoſe principles of philoſophy and 


| humanity, which had hitherto gained us fo glorious a rank 
among all nations, haſt thou organized this horrible-ſyſtem of 


falſe paper and of famine, which, if it had completely ſuc- 
eeeded, might have delivered over to death, and to the con- 
vulſions of deſpair, twenty-five millions of men—whoſe ſole 
crime was their deſire to be free, and their refuſal to ſubject 
themſelves to the yoke of ſtrangers? g 

« By what ignorance, at firſt engaging Holland in thy . 
haſt thou ſo ill ſupported her, that thy army, cut to pieces in its 
retreat, has been forced to go and ſeek in the heart of Germany 
the ſhame which the perfidy of thy combinations had prepared 
for it, in thus abandoning a Republic which would have been 
deſtroyed, if the generoſity of the French had not rather choſen 
to raiſe up thoſe they had vanquiſhed, and to make of them 
faithful allies in preference to unhappy ſubjects? 

« By what perfidy, inceſſantly inflaming the paſſions of the 
Emigrants, flattering their delirium, irritating their grief, and 
plunging them more and more into the abyſs which ought to 
ſwallow them up, haſt thou every where excited them to at- 
tack their country, and haſt finiſhed by caſting them on the 
coaſts on which they were born, and in delivering them up 
without mcans of defence to the ſwords of thoſe whom they 
had betrayed, and to the ſeverity of their laws ? 

By what difaſtrous policy haſt thou abandoned the only 
ſyſtem which would have been proper for us—that of a neutra- 
lity, which would have brought an accumulation of proſperity 
on our commerce ? | 

« By what abominable policy, after having deprived England 
of the circulation of her commodities—impoveriſhed her agri- 
© culture—ſhackled the individual liberty of her citizens—cruſhed 


to 0 pieces one part of her manufactures, dareſt thou aſpire to 
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give laws to wiſer W who are deſirous to remain in 
a ſtate of neutrality for the purpoſe of putting ſome parts of 
Europe i in ſhelter from the horrors of that war, which thou 
alone art willing to render univerſal ?” 

Theſe numerous reproaches refound before-hand to the 
terrified ears of the Engliſh Government; it is loaded with the 
burthen of them, and the terror which they inſpire in it— 
is the true motive of the conduct which it yet purſues. It 
knows that in that country peace is ſcarcely ever made by the 
Miniſter who entered upon the war; he fears to become a 
memorable and terrible example, which proves that reſponſi- 
bility is nota vain word. He knows the genius of his nation : 
and perſuaded, that their only fault is too great an inclination 
for this brilliant glory, which too often makes them forget 
true glory; he is anxious to finiſh the war by ſome ſplen- 
did conqueſt, which may deceive the reaſon of the Engliſh 
people, to. flatter. their vanity,-and to eſcape the accuſation 
which awaits him, by covering, with a few laurels, the 
deep wounds which he has infliged on his injured country. 
It is to attain this end, that he has redoubled his efforts to 
vanquiſh us. What imports it to him that his allies loſe 
their dominions: that the coalition ſees his deſtructive pro- 
Jes? Let the treaſure of the people of England be ſquandered 
away at Vienna, at Turin, at Verona, in the army of Conde, 
pro ded that he can prolong the war, and make the diverſion 
which is uſeful to himſelf; what ſignifies to him the gold of 
England, provided that, by ſpreading it in France, he can 
raiſe up new factions there divide there our means and 
carry into its boſom every dreadful calamity? 

What does he care for the immenſe quantities of ſtores and 
proviſions loſt upon our coaſts by the legions of Emigrant re- 
bels? what ſignifies to him the blood of men, provided he can 
eternize our internal diſſentions? that he can cauſe Frenchmen 
to cut the throats of Frenchmen, provided that in thus oceu- 
pying us with our perſonal defence, he may hope to ſtrengthen 
himſelf | in Corſica—to take ſeveral of our poſſeſſions in the two 
Indies, 


; 
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Indies, and to obtain the ſhameful ceſſion of them by the ex- 


| hauſted ſtate in which he ſuppoſes us? He flatters himſelf, 


that theſe new flowers of the Engliſh crown, will make him 
find grace in the eyes of the nation's ſelf- love, and will induce 
them to pardon him for having ſhed their blood, ſquandered 
their riches, ruined their commerce, weakened their liberty, 
belied their principles, and compromiſed their reputation. - 
But in one of theſe hopes he will yet be deceived. Mr. 
Pitt will not realize it; and there will remain to him only 
ſhame and the execrations of the people he has ſo ſhamefully 
abuſed. The peace with Spain ought to convince him that 
Corſica. cannot long remain in his poſſeſſion, and that the love 
of liberty which has always characterized its inhabitants will 
reſtore it to the freeſt people in the world. Every thing an- 
nounces to us that our Colonies, by the energies of their brave 
inhabitants, know how to reſiſt his audacious enterprizes; on 
the contrary, the inſurrections in the Engliſh iſlands ought to 
preſage the loſs to him not only of his conqueſts, but of his 
ancient poſſeſſions. His ambition will be deceived. If it 
had even had complete ſucceſs, what could have happened from 
it? All the maratime powers, Spain, France, Holland, Swe- 
den, Denmark, juſtly alarmed, would have leagued them- 
ſelves againſt him, and England would have acquired by the 
follies of her miniſters, only the hatred of her neighbours, and 
the loſs of her treaſures. —Thus his plan, only condemnable 
becauſe it ought to miſcarry, would have been a ſource of 
ſorrow to his country it it had ſucceeded: this it is, which the 
reaſon of the Engliſh people will ſoon feel: they ſee that we 
are no longer governed by incendiaries and Vandals ; that we af. 
fix to ourſelves no longer the diſaſtrous pretenſions of being wil- 
ling to become apoſtles in politics, and to propagate ſyſtems of 


| legiſlation ;- that we deal fincerely with all governments who 


wiſh for peace—we reſpect them all, whatever may be their 
forms; and in the ſame degree as we are averſe from any in- 
terference in our government, we are equally difinclined to in- 
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terfere in thoſe of ** nations. We wiſh to live free under 
the reign of the laws, and in harmony with thofe who do not 
wiſh to reſtrain this liberty. In offering peace to the whole 


- univerſe, we wiſh it to be on terms as moderate to our ene- 


mies, as honourable to ourſelves. 

The Engliſh nation has been deceived by al-founded 55 
perſonal anxiety of its King, and by the erroneous and am- 
bitious ſyſtem of his Miniſters. The French have been a 
long time deceived by the errors of an exagerated philanthropy, 
and an impolitic theory; in the end they have been oppreſſed 
by artful tyrants, cruel and fanatic, of whoſe fury and whoſe 
power the invaſion by the enemy ſerved to aid and to cement. 
But we are cured of our errors, and relieved from our tyrants. 
The Engliſh, who are enlightened, render us juſtice ; they 
value our generous efforts to eſcape from all tyrannies; they 
ſee us with ſatisfaction animated by the ſame ſentiments which 
they have ever acknowledged, and offer up, with us, ſincere 
vows for the return of the calm of Peace, after the ſtorms of 
War, They wiſh for the eſtabliſhment of a friendfhip be- ; 
tween two people, whoſe energy and whoſe induſtry ought always 


to render them emulous to each other, but who have been 


made enemies by the ambition of their Miniſters. This pa- 
cific diſpoſition of the Engliſh | nation is not unknown to the 
tyrant PITT. 

It is to prevent the extenſion of this diſpoſition—to prevent 
its becoming general—and to prevent the {word being wreſted 
from his bloody hands, that he cauſes to be circulated in Lon- 
don various publications, to alarm the men of property in 
England, by attempting to prove, that where there is no 
King, there can be no ſecurity for property. He withes it to be 
believed, that the influence of a great Republic, ſo near a neigh- 
bour, muſt be dangerous to the ſatety of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; 
that if France is tranquil and happy, the example will produce 
a revolution in the Britiſh Government; that if France is agi- 
tated, her convulſions will be communicated to the ſurrounding 

nations, 


1 


nations, and that in conſequence the war muſt be carried on 
with obſtinacy to prevent the eſtabliſhment of a Republic in 
France. e 


Here we diſcover a new kind of war which the inhuman 


Miniſter of England wages againſt us. We have counter- 


acted his military efforts, and his ſanguinary devaſtations by 
our courage, we will alſo annihilate his ſophiſms by our frank- 
neſs. I conceive it will be as eaſy as it is important to pre- 
vent the deluſion of nations by ſuch malignant errors, which 
muſt neceflarily diſperſe at the appearance of the firſt ray of 
truth. In the war which we have hitherto ſuſtained, chance 


may ſometimes have operated; but in the war of opinion 
now declared againſt us, our triumph is far more ſecure, for 


our arms are reaſon and principles, and we have to combat 
only with prejudices and paſſions, _ his | 
There is nothing ſo unjuſt, yet ſo common, as to attribute to 
this or that form of government the misfortunes and the crimes 
which may be found in all countries, which ſhew themſelves 
in a thouſand different appearances, and which are re-produced 
in all centuries; and which, not being the reſult of principle, 
but on the contrary, being conſtantly the effect of private paſ- 
lions, are only to be imputed to individuals, and not to the 
influence of the laws. Perſonal ſecurity and the protection of 
property form the true baſis of every political aſſoeiation. 
When any Government is inveſted with authority, is it not 
for the protection of individual right? If it does not per- 


form this duty—if the power inſtituted for the common good 


of a nation, wantonly impriſons, puniſhes, and plunders the 
objects of its jealouſy or deteſtation, is the intention of the 
ſocial compact, therefore, to be accuſed? is it not evident, on 
the contrary, that the compact is diſſolved, and that the legiti- 
mate authority is converted into a tyranny? whether by 
means of a faction which ſubſtitutes the licentiouſneſs of 
anarchy for the liberty of a Republic; or whether, by legiti- 
mate authority enforcing the oppreſſion of deſpotiſm? In 

555 theſe 
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theſe two caſes, is it not evident that violence en itſelf i in the 
place of the law?. TERS 

Then do not = =4 1 Engliſh libellers, - to a the human 
race, by endeavouring to perſuade them, that in the French 
Republic, under the dominion of laws, which it is about to 
proclaim, individuals will not enjoy their fortunes, their li- 
derty, and their exiſtence in peace, becauſe, for many 
months, ſome relentleſs tyrants, who profited by the exaſper- 
ation of a people, invaded, outraged, and betrayed, ſpread 
over our country the combined horrors of deſpotiſm any of an- 
archy. | Up 
Europe will not be ſo blind as to believe that it is the mere 
name of a Republic that has engendered all thoſe evils. She 
has been too well tutored to deteſt Nero, CALIGULA, 
ATTiLA, Louis the XI. CrarLits' IX. and the other 
crowned monſters, more cruel, if poſſible, than our ferocious 
Deceemvirs. The ſtate of the three firſt centuries in Rome 

the long and invariable proſperity of Venice the happy and 
reſpected tranquillity of the Swiſs, the repoſe which the un- 

fortunates of Europe feek amongſt the United States of 
America; all reaſons drawn from experience, and every argu- 
ment, from . found theory, demonſtrate the weakneſs of this 
multiplied abuſe, which only tends to diſquiet the landholder 
to enflame the violent—and ta perpetuate this dreadful 
cruſade, which, to the aftoniſhment of the * . has 
been formed againit liberty. 

What! are property and perſons to be conſidered as leſs ſe- 
cure in a country where every man has a right to watch over 
their conſervation, than in thole where a ſingle man can diſ- 
poſe of them according to his own will, or the paſſions of his 
courtiers? I will not infult the human underſtanding, by 
taking pains to deſtroy ſo miſerable a ſophiſm. I ſhall not 
follow the eaſy route which would lead me to puſh this com- 
pariſon to its laſt. term, and to prove under what form of go- 
vernment the rights of individuals are certain to be reſpected 
Al Or 
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or violated—Let Europe ſee in this reſerve the ſincerity of the 


engagement, which we. have contracted, to abandon all uſeleſs 


recriminatieon—and to ſhun every thing that may tend to pro- 
pagate our opinions at the expence of the tranquillity of other 


countries. We adhere to our form of government, becauſe 


we look on it as the beſt; but we reſpect thoſe ' which other 
nations wiſh to preſerve, and form no other wiſh than that 
they may render them happy. Sage policy ſhould counſel the 
miniſters of kings, to imitate that moderation. of which we 


agree to ſet the example. A veil is more, neceflary to them 


| 
than to us.—Diſcuſſion to them would be dangerous. Reaſon 


and hiſtory furniſh us with arms, of which they would do 
well to ſhun the conflict. | 

Since they reproach, us with propagating 1 
which we reſerve with joy and prudenee to ourſelves, prudence 
ſhould warn them not to preach up Reyaliſm, or to ſeek to 


prove, that no man can exiſt in ſafety in a Republic, or live 


in peace with Republicans. This. attack, which muſt revolt 
every man by its injuſtice, may compel us to repriſals, the ne- 
ceſſity of which, our wiſh for peace ene us ta 
avoid. 
The Miniſters of the Coalition committed A grand miſtake, 
when they avowed that the preſent was a war of kings, and of 
the privileged s againſts the people. By that declaration 
they riſked the danger of ſeeing themſelves placed in a fearful 
1ninority. May they, for the happineſs of mankind. and the 
" peace of Europe, profit by the leſſons of experience, and ſub- 
due their paſſions, as we labour to maſter ours. May all 
CGovernments at length, loſing fight of vain declamations, 


— 


have no rivalſhip but in proving that they can all contribute to 


the happineſs of the human race, 

PowERs of EuxO E Lou all ſuffer the 1 Fs 
war which you have declared, Lou who regret- the treaſures 
which you have ſpent, the blood, which you have ſhed, and 
the tears which you have cauſed to flow, open your eyes to 
the fngres-whigh are laid for you by the Lug L3SH Mixisrzr, 

They 
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They tell you that it is impoſſible to live in peace with Re. 
publicans—They conjure you to be on your guard againſt the 
ſeduQion of our principles, the ambition of our Government, 
and the intreagues of our emiſſaries. Oh! do not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be deceived, either by the dangerous counſels of this 
Egotiftical ally, or by the exploſion which your attacks have 
ſo often drawn from our juſtified reſentment. The paſt and 
the preſent muſt anſwer to you for the future. 4 
Review the pages of hiſtory, you will ſee all Republics oc- 
eupied by their internal activity, inſtead of diſturbing the re- 
poſe of their neighbours, being too often harraſſed by them. 
It was only in conſequence of repeated attacks, diſaſters, and 
invaſions, that Rome was obliged to purſue a ſyſtem of con- 
queſt which covered her with glory, but which ended in her 
ruin. Athens, Venice, Switzerland, and Holland, have often 
ſeen other powers combined ”"m— _ but were never the 


firſt i in the attack. 


The invaſions of the Perſians and Macedonians, the league 
of Cambray, the efforts of Germany, the repeated incurſions 
of the Engliſh, the Spaniards, and the French, form the 
prominent features in the hiſtory of Republics. It furniſhes, 
on the contrary, but few examples which can be quoted to 
juſtify the anxiety which our enemies are ſolicitous to pro- 
mulgate. Reflect on the events of this war. France outraged, 
menaced, and invaded, has repulſed all her enemies, and 
carried her ſtandards in every part far far, indeed, from her 
frontiers, when ſhe appeared every where victorious. Look 


| Into our treaty with the King of PxuUss14, whoſe well-founded 


apprehenſions inclined him to withdraw his forees—with Ho- 
LAND, whom we had conquered—with SpA1N, many of whoſe 
provinces were in our poſſeſſion. Judge from our conduct 


| whether we can be charged with a mad defire for conqueſt; 


and whether you cannot count with reliance on our wiſdom 


and moderation. Examine by your agents into the meaſures 


adopted by our envoys with thofe powers who have preſerved 
their neutrality, and afterwards decide from theſe known 
facts, 
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fas, whether the BRITrisn Mixtsrxv are treacherous: of 
ſincere ; and whether our conduct does not anſwer as victo- 
{ riouſſy as our arms to their fatal artifices. 

Already a great part of Europe, abuſing the prejudices of a an 
unjuſt hatred, acknowledges the falſehood of theſe Machia- 
velian accuſations, opens its eyes to its true intereſts ; wearied 
with fighting to indulge the paſſions of a Miniſter, it'renoun- 
ces the mad ſyſtem of deſtroying opinions by the ſword; and is 
diſpoſed to reſtore to Europe the bleſſings of peace, of which 
it has been fo long: and e * wy this OT” 
cruſade. / _ | 
The Grand Duke of "IO has given to 5 we Princes of 

Irix, an example which does honour to his humanity and 
his wiſdom.' The King of Pxuss 1A, braving the outcry of 
deceived ambition, and of impotent hatred, of pride, and of 
deſpair, has re- entered into the only ſyſtem of policy which 
ſuited his fituation. He at length ſaw his error in attacking 
his ally, and his natural ſupport; and in following the dan- 
gerous counſels of Auſtria, his eternal foe; and of Ruſſia, his 
ſecret. enemy, who encouraged him to exhauſt himſelf againſt 
us, only that they the more eaſily might effect his ruin. The 
friendſhip which we offer—the ſervices which we can render 
him—the- hatred of the three powers, whoſe projects he has dif- 
concerted ; and the prayers of all Germany, whoſe wounds he 
is called to bind up, and which he is to lead with him into a 
ſyſtem of pacification, of which he has given the firſt example, 
are ſo many inducements to him to be firm and ON in 
the new path on which he has entered. 


Artful politicians have ſought to inſpire him with alarms, 
with reſpect to the effects which his ſeparation from the coa- 


leſced powers may produce ; but the majority Which he has 
obtained in the Diet of the Empire muſt have fully demon- 
ſtrated to him, how little their fears were founded on truth, 
_ in what light his conduct has been viewed by public opi- 

If other perſons, informed of the- new and extenſive 
" formed to overthrow our Government, have ſought to 


Nagger 
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ſtagger his opinion, and to inſpire him with doubts reſpeQing 
the ſolidity of our power our triumphs in the Colonies, the 
victory of OQuiberon, and our new treaties of peace, will prove 
to him ſufficiently the weakneſs of theſe dreams, and of thoſe 
chimerical __ which are cradled pa in * _— of our 
enemies. 

The King of wan cacrifiting his kb penis; and his 
family reſentments, to the true intereſts of the nation, has me- 
rited the eſteem of all the friends to humanity; He has re- 
newed thoſe intercourſes of friendſhip which reaſon, nature, 
and policy, ought to have made indiſſoluble; and by this very 
proceeding he has deſtroyed the criminal hopes of the ENGLISH 
MixisrRV, who, ſacrificing the real happineſs and the riches 
of England to their perſonal ambition, thought to have reached 
the moment when they could have immortaliaed their names. 
by planting the Britiſn ſtandard on the ruins of our devaſtated 
colonies, Spain, ever eandid in her policy, and in her war, 
never diſguiſed her praiſe- worthy deſigns under theſe uſeleſs 
veils, ſeen, through by the world, and with which the followers 
of the diplomatic ſyſtem ſeek to cover themſelves in vain. 

SPAIN. has publicly declared, that ſhe was induced only by 
our common intereſt to rene the alliance between the two na- 
tions; ſhe has declared to the univerſe, that ſhe: relied, by her 
mediation, on bringing about a peace with the States of Italy, 
and delivering the ſouth of Europe from the ſcourge of war. 
The Republic of Venice forms the ſame wiſhes. Almoſt all 
the Prinees of the Zmpire,, weatied: with fighting for the in- 
tereſts of the Houſe of Auſtria, for ſome rights of little value, 
and for the honour of the Emigrants, no longer. diſguiſe their 
wiſhes to ſee a Peace eſtabliſned with that power which has 
ever preſerved them from the yoke with which they have been 
ſo long menaced. bythe. Houſe of Auſtria. _ 

They ſee by our treaties, that we are: not guided by the ſoirit 
of oonqueſt; and that the ſafety of our frontiers, and our 
wiſhes. to make no other than à durable peace, dictate, more 
than our ſucceſſes, the conditions we ſhall accept. 
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 HoiLand, reſtored, by her-misfortunes and the faults of her 
government to her former energy, united with us by an indiſſo- 
luble alliance, and founded on the ſame love of equality, joins 
her efforts to ours to recover the freedom of the ſeas, and to 
give a ſolid foundation to the 8 which it is our wiſh to 
offer to the world. | 

\\SwEDEN and DENMARK, whs have. never 1 hom 2 
Ns wiſe, and reſpectable neutrality, bear with impa- 
tience the pride and the menaces of the Cabinets of Russ iA 
and Ex LAND, which would dictate to them laws as contrary 
to juſtice as to the proſperity of their commerce. They per- 
ceive that their intereſt attaches them to our fate, and that the 
ſupport of FRANCE will always be neceſſary to them to eſcape 
from that humiliating ſovereignty which England and | Ruſſia 
would wiſh to eſtabliſh in the north of Europe. - | 
The Porr, indignant at the uſurpation of the Muſcovites 

in Poland, and at the projects of the Empreſs of Ruſſia againſt 
the Ottoman Empire, renews with us its former friendſhip; 
and if thoſe ambitious plans do not yield to the counſels of 
reaſon and humanity, ſhe can, in concert with us and other 
powers, overthrow in a ſhort time this glorious edifice, :more 
impoſing by its brilliancy and extent than by its actual ſolidity. 

Such is the preſent picture of Europe, ſketched without art, 
and preſented without diſguiſe. —W hile ſome courts mutually. 
deceive each other, change their connections, their views, and 
their hopes, according to events and paſſions, the French Go- 
vernment, liſtening to no particular affection, invariable in her 
policy, and immoveable as a rock amidſt the agitation of the 
waves which ſurround her, without diſturbing her foundations, 
will never follow any intereſt but that of the general happineſs, 
will attend only to the love of peace and humanity, will ſup- 
port only the oppreſſed, and combat only the ambitious. She 
mult of courſe ſucceſhvely rally around her all thoſe govern- 
ments who wiſh for the re-eſtabliſhment of an equilibrium in 
Europe, and for the maintenance of general tranquillity. She 
muſt finally take her rank among thoſe pacific powers, who 
Aer are 
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are deſtined to exempt the human race from thoſe nutnbetſeſs 
wars by which it has been diſnonoured. | 

The only ſhadow in this picture is the triple alliance which 
has been formed between the Coutts of VIENNA, Lonpox; 
and PETERSBURGH. The union of theſe three powers may 
appear at firſt view to give ſome ſolidity to their plans, and to 
form a conſiderable weight in the balance of Europe. But in 

conſidering the alliance more nearly, looking to the elements 


of which it is compoſed, the ſpace which ſeparates the con- 


tracting powers, the oppoſition of their ſecret views, the want 
of ſincerity in their friendſhip, and the conſequent abſence of 


amity in their plans—inſtead of dreading the reſult, we muſt 


ſee with ſatisfaction that this alliance, which can no longer be 
injurious to us, has unmaſked their ambitious projects, and 
warned all Europe to be won its guard againſt their enter- 
Prizes. | 

'The Coalition was Ee in error when they delleved that 


the Empreſs of Ruſſia would ever ſerve them effectually. It 


was for her that the coaleſced powers were labouring, and not 
for themſelves; and her character was too different from that 
of our adverſaries, to admit the belief that ſhe would ever ren- 
der them effective aſſiſtance. But let us be as ſincere with re- 
ſpect to the qualities as the faults of our enemies. We ſhould 
learn to know them, to underſtand how much we have to 
fear. 78 

CATHERINE, celebrated by her political fineſſe, and the ex- 
tent of her ambition, has aimed at every ſpecies of glory. For 
a long time ſhe has given to Europe the rare ſpectacle of reaſon 
and philoiophy ſeated on a deſpotie throne. She has al moſt 


realized the idea of a national repreſentation, by aſſembling 
around her deputies from all parts of the Empire, to conſul 


them on the laws which were in her contemplation. —She found 
in MoNTESQUIEL, all the baſis of her code. She has diſpoſed 
of the property of the clergy, and ſuppreſſed their ſuperſtition. 
She invited DipRer to her Court, and wiſhed to confide the 


education of her ſon to D'ALEMBERT! She has eſtabliſhed 
tolera- 
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toleration, and prohibited duels—ſhe has conſecrated the right 
to petition—in fine, the has attempted to deſtroy the ſlavery of 
the peaſant, but could not obtain this victory over the * 
of her Empire. 

With ſuch prineiples, Catherine could never entertain a ge- 
nuine hatred for a courageous nation, whieh has ſhed its blood 


for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing, in practice, the precepts of a 


philoſophy which ſhe has herſelf profeſſed. Our Revolution 
could never have given her any perſonal anxiety, The lights 
which had prepared 1t, notwithſtanding all their ſplendour, were 
too diſtant to reach to Ruſſia to excite diſcuſſions an the rights 
of the people, or to make them feel the value of liberty. We 
are placed, ſhe at the one end of Europe, and we at the other. 
We have directly no ſubject of difficulty or diſcord ; we, there- 


fore, ought to be friends, 


CATHERINE is, beſides, too dextrous a politician to ſce with 
fatisfaction either that France ſhould be diſmembered, and in- 
capable of giving that ſupport which ſhe may need againſt the 
powers of Germany re-aQting againſt her—or that England 
ſhould acquire the abſolute empire of the feas, and be after- 
wards in a condition to ſhut her up in the ice of the North, 
and arbitrarily to diſpoſe of her commerce. She cannot wiſh, 
like the Engliſh cabinet, on whoſe miniſters ſhe ſets little va- 
lue, to ſee a feeble monarchy take place amongſt us, inſtead of 
a Aouriſhing and peaceable Republic, from which ſhe has much 
to hope and little to fear. What Catherine had in view events 
have fully proved. ONE No | 

This princeſs, who, unfortunately for the world, has not con- 
tented herſelf with the glory of being a legiſlator, and who has 
preferred the falſe, though brilljant celebrity of conqueſt, has 
ever deceived the coalition. She amuſed herfelf with the 
paſſions of the belligerent powers, while ſhe profited by them 
to execute her vaſt projects. Her evident deſire has been to 
overthrow the creſcent, and to extend her dominion over that 


empire. She has flattered the pride of the Emigrants, by pom- 
| C pout 
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pous embaſſies, while ſhe gave them nothing but the permiſ- 
ſion to go and people her deſerts. She has ſharpened the wrath 
of the Courts of Berlin, and Vienna—has excited them to war 
has cauſed them to drain their treaſuries, and to exhauſt their 
armies, making them hope for ſuecours which they have ne- 
ver received. When ſhe ſaw them-in a ſtate of incapacity to 
countera& her deſigns, the immediately poſſeſſed herſelf of Po- 
LAxp. She was aſſured by that ſtep, either of a free com- 
munication for ber troops, whenever ſhe ſhould find a proper 
time for marching. againſt Conſtantinople or of a throne for 
0 her grandſon, if the pacification which ſhe. fears, and which 
the. retards, ſhould prevent her from e the org of her 
colgſial ambition. 9 35 
ENGLAND ſaw with pain, and even Mr. — himſelf, with 
embatraſſment, the ruin of Paland the deſtruction of a free 
people and the danger of Turkey. He once wiſhed to arm 
the Turks againſt Ruſſia, and notwithſtanding the exiſting al- 
liance between Ruſſia and England, then two powers. which, 
mutually ſport with each other, preſerved the leaven of hatred, 
and motives of diſunion, which muſt ever prevent their friend- 
ſhip from attaining to a perfect ſolidity. F | 
The Court of VIE NxA, diſconcerted in her projects, od 
deceived in her bopes, eek not without diſpteaſure the aggran- 
diſement, of Ruſſia ; the former coveted Loraine and Alſace, 
and Brabant is loſt to her for ever. She continues her diver- 
ions againſt us, in favour of England, who pays her ; but ſhe 
ſighs | to ſee that ſhe can retain no hope of an indemnification in, 
Bavaria, an attempt which, if made, would turn againſt her 
the arms of all. the powers of the Empire, and that ſoon ſhe 
will be forced t to make peace without recovering her poſſeſſions, 
that have been invaded, and without, having any other indem- 
nity than her uſurpations in Poland—ufurpations of which 


Turkey, and even Ruſſia, will ſooner or later diſpute her en- 


joyment, or which the Grx1vus of L1zgRTY will thor PY ra- 
Vin from her oppreſſion. | | | \ 


Bb of Behold, 
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| Betiold, Citizens, ws real poſition of theſe three newly allied 
. tie poſition which other leaguts, more united and more 
wiſe, may ſoon render moſt critical. ' You behold the unſolid 
foundations of this new coalition; diſunĩted from its birth, and 
to which we oppoſe the heroĩſm of our warriors, the force of 4 
good conſtitution, the tranquil firmneſs of a numerous people, 
who have ſworn to be free, and which it will be in deſpite of 
all the efforts of their enemies. The people have devoted them- 
ſelves to every ſacrifice, have borne every privation, have 
braved every danger, and will ſurmount all the obſtacles which 
offer to arreſt- their progreſs. - Thoſe who 'wiſhed to oppreſs 
them, have experienced their vengeance ; thoſe who thought tb 
deſtroy them, ſhall ſerve as the pedeſtal to their power: and 
all the blows which have been aimed to demoliſh them, ſhall 
only ſtrengthen the baſe, and cement for ever the edifice of 
their liberty. n 01 ernie 
May the powers with whom we are ſtil engaged meditate 
with wiſdom over the picture which I have ſketched—may the 
love of humanity ſtifle at length their deſtructive reſentment— - 
their chimerical ambition—and their idle plans of invaſion and 
revenge lead them to place no more obſtacles in the way of 
peace, and of the accompliſhment of the wiſhes which we 
make for the repoſe of Europe, and for their own happinels. ” 
For us, who have repulſed with ſo much glory, the laſt ef- 
forts made for our deftrution;—for us, whom moderation 
renders as indulgent as our victories have made us formidable, 
let us ceaſe. to drive from abroad the fears which can vnly be 
nurtured in the midſt of us. The hope of the enemies of our 
revolution can no longer be placed in that of ſuccour from fo- 
reign powers; what I have ſaid has fully proved this truth. 
But it is time to examine to what degree, when they are deprived. 
of ſuch a 1 their rw ſhould 9 to us as dan- 
gerous. | 
At a moment, when obedient to the wiſts of the cilia 
and directed by that ſentiment of eternal juſtice by which you 
| _— are 
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are aQuated, you have baniſhed from the midſt of you all thofe 
whoſe paſt conduct was in contradiction to the principles on 

which you are about to found the imperiſhable fabric of public 

liberty; it is neeeſſary, more than ever, to proclaim theſe ſame 
principles, for the purpoſe of announeing to the whole nation 

what ſhe has a right to expect from you ;—to prove that the 

ſeverity which you have diſplayed did not ariſe from any pre- 

poſſeſſions of party—to extirpate from your boſom the very 

ſceds of that diſtruſt, with which they would divide you for the 

purpoſe of your deſtruction. 

In vain have you repulſed the external attempts of the coa- 
lition which you have conquered, if you leave within them the 
ſecret motive, of diviſion. and of hatred. In combating and 
unmaſking the external enemies that threaten you, it is neceſ- 
fary to mark their a ron who dare to act in the inte- 
rior. 

What hopes c can now remain to thoſe oo wiſh to eſtabliſh 
Royalty amongſt us; and firſt, we are to underſtand by royaliſts 
thoſe hordes of aſſaſſins, who openly engage with us under the 
name of Chouans and Vendeans, and thoſe who conduct in the 
interior plots either more or leſs dangerous—thoſe who borrow! 
the language of fanaticiſm, to miflead weak minds—thoſe 
cowardly, or thoſe ferocious Emigrants, ſupported by England, 
who dare to violate our territory, or, who, introducing them- 
ſelves amongſt us by faveur of our clemency, ſharpen under 
our eyes the -poniards that are deſtined for our aſſaſſination. 
We can neither miſunderſtand the exiſtence, or deſpiſe the 
fury of thoſe men, ſince they have ſucceeded in ſtaining, by 
murder, in ſome cities in the South of France, the happy days 
which we have enjoyed fince the 9th Thermidor—thoſe who' 
are our irreconcileable enemies, whom nothing can convert. 
| Their only wiſh is for our deſtruction; they breathe nothing 
dut vengeance; they meditate only the ruin and the diſmem- 
berment of their country; they attach themſel ves to every 
party; N wear every garb, even that of demagogi/m, under 
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which they foment inſurreQion and revolt. But the firmneſs 
of the government which you are about to organize, the firength 
of the laws, and the immoveable courage of our warriors, muſt 
enſure our triumph over them. The blow which is to ſtrike 
them muſt annihilate them for ever. New forces ſhall be em- 
pbdyed, and you will not ſuffer the interior of the country to 
be longer diſhonoured by the preſence of thoſe traitors. But in 
your vengeance you will not confound them with men who are 
merely weak—with thofe who may be named Royalifts, if 
their opinions only are confidered, but who ſhould be deemed 
Repubicang, if you look to their reſpect for the laws. 
There are men who love not the Republic, becauſe this idea 
is connected in their mind, with that of ſtorms and of trou- 
bles, and of faction; the ſhade of the decemvirs till purſues 
them, they are terrified by the hideous torch of anarchy, and 
deceived by the crimes of theſe villains who have ſtained the 
cradle of our Liberty with blood. They regard another order 
of things, as the only poſſible foundation of that tranquillity of 
which they are anxious. To recall to you thoſe citizens who 
are thus deceived, and for whoſe miſtake our prolonged mĩſ- 
fortunes furniſh an excnſe, while their error preſents not their 
obedience to the laws, it is neceſſary to organize your Govern- 
ment, that it may protect weakneſs, aſſure i innocence, puniſh 
guilt, and exterminate anarchy. 
| Prove to thoſe incredulous men, who, favouring the firſt at- 
chievements of Liberty amongſt us, were afterwards ſtayed by 
their puſillanimity, and retreated through weakneſs from the 
vaſt progreſs of the Republic: prove to them that this li- 
berty which they cheriſhed formerly is not incompatible with 
the tranquillity which they now demand. Let it be demon- 
ſtrated to them that the eſtabliſhment of the Republic can 
alone aſſure their repoſe and confirm their happineſs, while its 
overthrow, if it were poſſible, inſtead of bringing back the 
peaceable return of that royalty which has been ſo juſtly pre- 
leide, would produce only the fatal return of diſſentions, cf 
f _ civil 
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evil. war, of conſpiracies, of proſeriptions and revenge. It 


would tear the ſides of our unfortunate country, only to open 


an entrance to barbarous foreigners, who are deſirous to ſubject 
us to the fate of unfortunate, PoAx op. 


But the Republic, when the courage of hens men has con- 


| ceived, which the heroiſm of our enemies has cemented, which 
| the nation has conſecrated by every act which could manifeſt 
its Adherence, and which deſtiny itſelf appears to have taken 


pains to conſolidate: this Republic will not now commit itſelf 
with that vague theory which induces thoſe minds to deſpair, 
who are ſtill enſlaved by former habits. It i is a government in 
aQion, which has conquered the moſt ancient governments on 


the ſurface of the globe It no longer environs itſelf with the 


apparatus of death, with which is was ſurrounded by ferocious 
tyrants, who regarded liberty with abhorence. | 
That important day, the gth Thermidor, has abſolved the 
Genius of France from the ; crimes of her oppreflors ; and the 
Conſtitution which you are about to ſubmit. to the acceptance of 
the people, will cicatrize her wounds, and guarantee the reign of 


the laws. It is fince the och Thermidor, that the Republic has 


made her faireſt and moſt precious conqueſts; ſo many families 
delivered from dungeons, and reſtored to freedom from dun- 
geons whence they were not formerly delivered, but to go to the 
ſcaffold ;—ſo many virtuous men recalled to life, as if from their 
graves, aſtoniſhed to find yet ſenſitive beings, and bleſſing the 
humane Legiſlators, who themſelves-reſtored to freedom, give 
freedom to all:—Theſe ſacred alliances formed in the depth of 
priſons, theſe leſſons of equality given by . misfortune, theſe 
feats of calamity where every one took his place and drank in 
turn from the ſame cup of adverſity, this union, formed by the 
neceſſity of reſiſtance to tyrants, who burned to ſeize their prey 
—theſe are the ties would now unite all. good, men of every, 
opinion under the ſtandard of the Republic, and theſe are their 
new trophies. They mingle themſelves, in my idea, with the. 
* of glory which are -tuſpended from this roof, (the Stan- 
dard 
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| dard of the conquered Conan which the bern * our 
armies has atchie ved. BY. + 

Every thing which baniſhed wing the Republic; ly thing 
which diſquieted cool and reafoning minds, ſhould now attach 
them to her. Do they feel the horrors of ciyil war ? Royalty 
now preſents only a long ſeries of inteſtine commotion. Do 
they feel the neceſſity of! bringing to perfection the eſtabliſned 
government? The Republiean Conſtitution eontains the ſeed 
of good laws. Do they regard with pride the name of French? 
The Republic has given it luſtre by every ſpecies of triumph. 
Royaliſm is a criminal, degraded, and execrable faction; it is 
divided in its view, and uncertain in its proceedings; it can no 
longer attack us by indirect means, or ſtrengthen itſelf by thoſe 
that it has already employed. The vigilance ot government 
ought now to extend to its ſecret manœuvres, to unravel its 
Plots, to puniſh its chiefs, and repel its aggreſſions. 

Theres is another faction, not leſs odious, which regrets and 
viſhes to re-eſtabliſh the frightful reign of Robeſpierre. It 
unites itſelf to Royaliſm, to advance with it to the ſame point, 
the re-cſtabliſhment of any tyranny which can be exerciſed un- 
der the name of its leaders. This faction avails itſelf of every 
exceſs, and of the anxieties which they inſpire. It is compoſed 
of informers, and inceſſantly offers the aid of its informations. 
It is compoſed of men, who, wiſhing to avoid avenging juſtice, 
conjure up wrongs of eyery kind, that their own may be thrown 
into oblivion, Their obje& is, that the Convention ſhould 
give, by its internal diviſion, the ſignal for thoſe which they 
wiſh to propagate in France. They wiſh that the Government 
ſhould make itſelf arbitrary, that they may make it odious. 
Such is the hope of our enemies, hate ver may be their ſtan- 
dard or their Nr 
The Terro rifts with to poſtpone the eſtabliſhment of a wiſe 
Conſtitution, that the courſe of juſtice, which they fear, may 
be {ill ſuſpended, and that alarms of every kind may be revi- 
ved amongſt the Citizens, bringing in their train diſorder, anar- 
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ehy, and oppreſſion. They wiſh that the ſyſem of ſuſpicion 
may become a part of our political code, becauſe they think it 
neceſſary to the maintenanc2 of their abominable doctrines- 
It is their deſire that the Governinent, being itſelf terrified, 
ſhould appeal to the ſuecour of that'claſs of men, who call rob- 
bery and aſſaſſination by the names of energy and patriotiſm ; 
and that thus, inſtcad of being watched over themſelves as they 
are at this day, they may to-morrow take the guardianſhip of 
their fellow citizens, that is to ſay, that they may have the 
power of falling again upon the prey, which they have already 
but half plundered. 
An arbitrary power, uſurped by the Convention, ſuggeſts to 
| Reyalijm, that Liberty would become leſs dear to the French, 
in proportion as they were deprived of its reality; that Liber- 
ty would every day loſe its friends amongſt virtuous and en- 
lightened men, in proportion as it required ſupport from rob- 
bers. They think that the new tyranny, which may be thus 
eſtabliſhed could not be overturned, but to give place to the de- 
teſtable Royalty for which they ſtill dare to combat. | 
I have thus traced to you, their fooliſh and their criminal 
hopes. I ſhudder myſelt at the blind delirium, which cauſes 
men, who can live under a Government, whoſe duration is ſe- 
cured by its juſtice, to wiſh for a ferocious ſyſtem, which muſt 
be as violently overthrown. But ſuch a delirum exiſts—there 
are men, to whom without living to exerciſe acts of vigour, ' 
without viſiting their particular hatreds—without oppreſſing 
others, life feems but a lengthened puniſhment. Let this pu- 
niſhment be their own; let us not give them the opportunity 
which they expect, of being victims in one moment, to become 
in the next oppreſſors. Let us ſuppreſs them all at once with 
the ſtrict ſeverity of juſtice, 
| A good government is juſt and firm, it is not arbitrary. Tt 
: ought to be at onee the hope and refource of good citizens, and 
the terror of the bad: to govern is nat 0 tyranduze, it is to 


execute the laws dictated by juſtice. b N 
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But the ſeverity of government excludes neither humanity 
nor juſtice. Think, Repreſentatives of the people, you hq 
wiſh to tranſmit to your ſucceſſors the ſacred depoſit of national | 
| liberty, placed under the guard of every. virtue, reflect that we 
may attach by kindneſs the enemies whom we cannot ſubdue 
by puniſhment ; reflect on all the acts of juſtice and humanity 
which we have conſecrated ſince the gth of Ther midar? Have 
you to deplore the conſequences of any one of them? Our fierce 
decemvirs had ſent to the ſcaffold thouſands of individuals, and 
appropriated to themſelves their bloody ſpoils ; ; theſe you have 
rejected. You have reſtored to the orphan the inheritance of 
his father, and this decree has conquered for you a great num- 
ber of enemies, on which you were till to reckon ; it has en- 
lightened thoſe whom reſentment had miſled ; it has cauſed the 
Miniſters of Kings to tremble, on ſeeing the numberleſs friends 
which your juſtice was about to conciliate. 

Purſue then, you who love the Republic—you who, ena- 
moured of her, wiſh to ſpread the ſacred enthufiaſm—purſue 
this courſe of benefaction, which every day obtains for you. 
new partizans. Look to the code of revolutionary laws, plan- 
ned for fifteen months by tyranny, and ſee if there does not yet 
remain many acts of injuſtice to repair. Let each of us devote 
himſelf to this reſcarch, and let long and flcepleſs nights find 
us inceſſantly occupied in this philanthropic labour. 

Before the Revolution many illuſtrious men were engaged in 
unveiling the horrors of a criminal juriſprudence, at once arbi- 
trary, FR and tyrannical. They had ſhewn the horrors 
of the queſtion by torture—of the, prejudices which extended 
the puniſhment of the guilty to their innocent families. Do 
vou believe that the code of your oppreſſors does not offer tracts 


of barbariſm as dark as thoſe of our former criminal juriſpru- — 


dence? Are all their loſſes yet effaced? Are there not thou- 
ſands of victims who accuſe you of injuſtice, and murmur at 
your delays ? 

Haſten then to receive ; thetFappeal ; a few days will paſs 
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and others wi ill be the depoſit taries of the adobe authority. ; 
Do not leave to them the honour of cauſing thoſe ctitnes to be 
forgotten, under which you yourſelves have ſo long ſuffered. 
Tt belongs to you who have overthrown Robeſpierre, who have 
been perſecuted and proſcribed. by him, to blot from the me- 
mory of France the miſchiefs which he has committed. 

The tribunal of poſterity to which you will be called, ; wa 
fix its regard on the laſt ſteps of your career. At once ſevere 
and juſt it will not impute to you the evils of which you have 
not been the cauſe. It will condemn you only for the wit. 
chiefs which you * not Nn 


